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Queer liberation requires the dismantling of all
systems that police, punish, or pathologise
queerness - including capitalism, white supremacy,
cisheteropatriarchy and imperialism.

This future demands. .. EETEEEE reality where every duéer’ Kid

Collective transformation of ~ Cangrowup safe, supported
. society so that all queer people  andfree- where their
xcan live, love, work and exist identities are celebrated,
i w,tﬁout oppression. :* bodlly autonomy is respected,

~ and where joy, experimentation %%

= Mutgalalgfnetworks frﬁe | and gender play are protecth
./ 'gender-affirming care, harm not punished.

ok reductlon chosen families




E and ongoing

colon tal vzolence

Liberation isn’t real if it’s built on borders, war, or empire.
Anti-imperialism is a central component of Queer Liberation
because many forms of ongoing colonial violence deeply shape
queer lives, especially Indigenous, POC and migrant communities

“What this Iooksliké _ - pre-colonial gender diversity -
_ across the world: - (e.g. two-spirit identities in

. ~ * Border regimes & |mm|grat|on Turtle Island, hijras in South
- & 1 pollcles criminalisingand ~~ Asia, fa'afafine in Samoa),

“deporting LGBTQIA+ migrants, - used to legitimise land theft “

_. espemally those fleeingwars, and resource extraction. TN
.+ ' climatedisasters,and =~ . Militarised occupation & | ESses
occupatlons rooted in colonlal ~ settler colonialism, e.g. in LD

“legacies. | Palestine, where p-mkwasﬁlng ~

~ Western-imposedgender ~ isusedtodeflectand
. 'morms erasing or criminalising . _legitimise the Zionist entity’s .
. 50 WA o - genocide of Indigenous people.

-
-
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't’'s important to remember that contrary to mainstream
narratives, the global criminalisation of queerness is not

native to many cultures - it was in many instances,
exported or emboldened by colonial powers.

Colonialism introduced

anti-LGBTQIA+ laws . *

* Many countries with laws
banning homosexuality still

have versions-of British

colonial penal codes
- .These laws imposed white,

Chrlstlan, binary gender

“norms on dlverse cultural and

gender systems:

= 'Whafls Homonatlonahsm’

'_Comed by Jasbir Puar |
" Homonationalism helps us
“understand how LGBTQIA+

e 'nghts can be weapomsed to

.(.

. justification for war, B
occupation or border: reg'Mes‘

 Pinkwashing by settler stateg <

colonlal wolence
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serve natnonahst ramst or

~+. imperial agendas - instead of

challenging them.
Examples mclude

Framing groups of marglnallsed |
people as inherently |

‘backwards’ in their stance on

1omosexua||ty |
Using LGBTQIA+rights as: = A

(e.g.lsrael) to mask
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For these reasons, when we talk about Queer liberation -
we envision a future that is anti-colonial and anti-racist.
We reject any version of ‘progress’ that reinforces
policing, borders, war, or empire.
.
Queer identity i : |
y Is continuousl - - A
powers for their own ends M;'ncoQOpted by.m.'per ialist
out as Pinkwashing: “the - viany Wueer activists call this
and identities for publi exploitation of LGBTQI+ culture
s or public relations purposes.”
o ~Elias Jahshan’s What is Pinkwashing? shado Kno
e Page provides an overview of this concept, how it has
e S _.@eya'lved and why it is used by Israel to bolster its

settler-colonial project.

You can also find out more b L R
s S readin loni
Pale_stlne s pinkwashing pag):e. _' S zea
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Queer anti-imperialism shows up in both global movements and
everyday survival. It means opposing the systems - borders,
militaries, colonial governments - that criminalise, displace and
disappear our communities.

*In practice, it looks like:
Mutual aid + community care
-~ by QTBIPOC groups, resisting
~state abandonment and
<rebuilding what colonial and
‘imperial systems tried
o gk o gEtidestroy _
Antu*pmkwashmg campalgns
~ that reject corporation
co-optation of Pride and
~ _expose how states use
%4 LGBTQIA+ nghts tojustify
i vnolence

”- r . >
‘r* .

s

Examples mclude

No Pride in Detentlon / No
Pride in War campaigns which
link queer and migrant justice

_by protesting corporate Pride

sponsorships by arms dealers,

- border forces and police.
| Orgamsmg groups like Queers

for Palestine organise #
teach-ins, protests, and

" actions to.advance
-anti- colomal queer sohdarlty
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f‘ ex Gﬂférket‘
" GLzbekatton

In a queer liberated future, sex work is work - l::mdl clithsave
7 decnmmahsed Like all workers, sex workers shou
% theright to organise, utilise labour rights, access
4= = pealthcare, and work safely without fear.

- i——

Many sex workers are queer, trans, disabled or migrants
- excluded from traditional workplaces and targeted by
state violence. But this isn’t the only reason that queer

liberation is entangled with sex worker llberatlon it'’s

also because they both challenge oppressive colonial,
patriarchal and capitalist societal structures.

Why decnmmahsatuon" | Organise for rights and safety
Wi Decriminalisation puts sex ~  Access healthcare without fear
e e worker s in control of their own Live and work without ewctlon

~work, with protections under I deportation”
labor law and the ability to form
=/ ‘trade unions. It removes the
- criminal penalites for sex work,
- . while keeping laws agamst
< explontatlon

Unlike Legalisation, which * -
‘maintains heavy state control,
surveillance & zoning, creating

atwo-tier systemthat still

| " criminalises the most
lt enables workers to | s ‘ marg mahse 7
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Decrim Now is a grassroots group of sex workers,
feminists, trade unionists and allies campaigning for the
decriminalisation of sex work; alongside an end to
benefits sanctions, rent caps, trans, migrant and
disability justice, and abortion rights.

As part of the campaign, Decrim Now lobby Parliament to
change the existing laws surrounding sex work. If you
want to support the global call for the full
decriminalisation of sex work, use Decrim Now’s template
email to demand your MP stands up for decriminalisation.

Read shado’s Knowledge Page What is the
Decriminalisation of Sex Work" b1

SHADO G X UNBIAS THE NEWS X ROBIN CRAIG X ELIAS |
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Transphobiais not just social - it’s structural, upheld by governments,
media, and legal systems that enforce colonial ideas of gender and sex.

From the UK Supreme Court’s 2025 ruling narrowing the legal definition
of "woman," to global rollbacks on healthcare and rising anti-trans |
violence - it has never been clearer that there is no true queer liberation oS

without trans liberation.

. d;;" '
As Josie Glles writes, real
.Ilberatlon caﬂs for:

- Trans healthcare beyond the
_broken GIC system

- Resources to end
trans poverty
- Aﬁbli’cion not criminalisation
A Ashift from asking for' rlghts
WP to bmldmg true freedom |

Read: Trans in the UK: What the
'/ Hell Are We Going to Do? by
Josne Glles | '

\ /4% ﬂhberatlon won't come from -

polmcnans or |nst|tut|ons it

reminded us, of this in2003:
" “The present and past are the

* towards justice automatically - as

‘v’

- comes from solidarity
s ‘across movementsand

collective struggle led by the \ " =2
most marginalised. i
As we fight these regressive

policies, it’s vital to remember our

movementsare part of a longér arc
of resistance. Leslie Feinberg

trajectory of the future. But the
arc of history does not bend

the great Abolitionist Frederick

. Douglass observed, without
- struggle there is no progress.”
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The full decriminalisation of sex work is a critical component of a™ {5 4
liberated trans future. In our current reality, many trans+ people

engage in sex work due to lack of access to healthcare, secure

housing or a stable income - and precarious working conditions

make them even more likely to be disproportionately harmed by

the law and targeted by police.

The effc?rts of organisations like the Trans Hookers
Resistance Network (THORN) offer insight into

what a.liberated future can look like. This includes
creation of social spaces and political organising
by and for trans sex workers.
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°1i"ans ‘Hookers
GRgszsta nce Wetwork

Thelr work mcludes | o L groups thatgfowde mutuat
-»Sex Workers nghts i3 - aid and online resources. | il
* Workshops: equipping folks - THNX (Trans Harm Reductlon
~ with knowledge about their & Needle Exchange) S
-y - rights as sex workers. - A free needle exchange and
~ - DIY hormones + self-sourced “harmreduction chats for
- healthcare info: informing “itrans,
peOple so theyunderstand gender-nonconformmg,
how to navigate their health  genderqueer & non-binary
__journey and exercise bodily . -~ folk (run by Safe Only CiC & -
;,_ . . autonomy, signposting . The Love Tank CiC) b
AT R helpful resources & support | TR

%l oG - shows us what trans liberatm‘
S looks like in action: commumty-led cage,
e | reszstance, and radzcal zmagmatum. '
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In our current world, borders are tools of colonial violence -

used to criminalise movement, exploit labour, and police
gender and sexuality.

- Queer and trans migrants
| ‘f--:'.:often face intertwined
barriers: borders, racism,
_ criminalisation, and stigma. *
» Many flee persecution and
~discrimination only to face
“hostile immigration systems
‘that punish them for trymg
_ tolive freely.

- Visarestrictions push people
;nto informal Iabour W|thout
protectlons it

s et Fear of deportatlon keeps
& ¥4 _ people silent about abuse
) and violence

. ln a Queer liberated future:

|s not cnmmallsed

Sevids ¥

- Borders do not determme

L Queer migrants live and

- Empower (Thailand): A

& fighting crlmmallsatlork
~ and abuse ;

- All India Network of Sex

% «  dignity & rights
; —- - Movementls free, mlgratlon . e

JAHSHAN X ALLIANCE FOR CHOICE X DECRIMNOW

who deserves care

Iove without fear of exrle
or‘erasure

Global Movements Already
Building This Future:

community-led sex
worker advocacy
- SWEAT (South Afrlca)

Workers: organising for

| SHADO MAG X UNBIAS THE NEWS X ROBIN CRAIG X ELIS .
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In a queer liberated future, gender-affirming care is s
accessible, compassionate, and affirming at everyds ag
of life. It enables everyone to live authentically an
without fear of bemg erased or pathologised.

Gender-affirming care is a range of healthcare practices
(which can include medical, psychological, and social
support) that are designed to help align individuals’ bodies
and life with their gender identity. It should be avaiiable to all.

regardless of age or stage in life.

ental health support for:
‘navigating gender identity

| SHADO MAG X UNBIAS THE NEWS X ROBIN CRAIG X ELIS .
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T Criiifc'él Per"spe'ctiv.es' onThe hdﬁdﬁs ju_s:t"t""dr..eéeive care that |
. ~» UK’s Gender Clinic System: = affirms their gender. iy
.~ Currently, theUK’'sGender . Heranalysis remains vital for R
| IdentityClinic (GIC) systemis  understanding the changeswe %=
~ - qruelly gatekeeping essential needinthe healthcare system -
i G . : 3 RO ‘ b : Bt g Fap . :
~ gender-affirmingcarewith toensure a liberated trans
= ' excessive wait times. - % future: The solutionis not
7 Josie Giles' "Wagesfor 'simPly m-ore.:fun,.di.n".g, but the
 Transition" outlines a critical ~ Fadical dismantling of this
" perspectiveontheUK’s . System. We need a future .
. gender clinic system, . where gender-affirming care
- _advocating for greater access 'S not reliant on psychiatric-
togender-affirmingcareand ~ assessments, where
depathologisationof ~  community-based careis

RIS D

"'t~ti'ansnes & - 5 e i accesslble,and wb&retmns |

e s s SRR - ~people are trusted to make
decisions about their ovin =
bodies and lives. . e

AN A T 2,
AT

7 ="' Sheemphasises that trans

P e Wi

& - people should not be forced to
8- jumpthrough bureaucratic

7
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GIn tersex GPeople and
Queer GLtberatzon

T B Queer liberation must include the fight for bodily autonomy
| and the right to self-determination for all people - and this is
particularly important for Intersex people.

%%  What does “intersex” mean?
Intersex people are born with natural
chromosomes, genitals, or hormones

definitions of “male” or “female”, an

variations in sex traits like
s These variations don’t fit narrow s ;

d shouldn’t be pathologlsed

includes:
- No more non-consensual surgeries
- Intersex children growing up with

Iove affirmation, and full bodlly
| autonomy

“respecting intersex people and
teachingabout naturalsex =
/. 'diversity.

openly and safely
s lntersex Ied spaces art

Wha_t aliberated intersex future

- Heah:hcare and educatuon systems_ |

& - Legal recognition and protecti‘ons 2t
I % 1 to ensure intersex people canlive ©

- storytelling and activism shaping
policy, culture and community
care. - |

Resources to learn more:

- InterACT Advocates
youth-focused legal advocacy and
storytelling- .

https:/ Imteractadvocates org/

‘- Intersex Justice Project a

- US-based group led by Black
intersex people
https:/ /mtersex;ustmepro;ect org/

- @pidgeon: Artist, activist &

intersex educator

| SHADO MAG X UNBIAS THE NEWS X ROBIN CRAIG X ELIS
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Queet' diberation

Pt |
A -

Queer Iiberation means affirming all ways of being,
including those that exist outside of sexual or romantic
norms. This must include asexual (ace) and aromantic
(aro) people.

LY What does “asexual” mean?
Asexuality is a sexual orientation where a person experiences

little or no sexual attraction. It exists on 3 spectrum - some
ace people are also aromantic, some are not.

“%and activism shapmg how we

What a I|berated acelaro future |
’ defme love, care, and connectlon

includes:
- Commumty spaces where ace and ~ Resources to learn more:

aro people are seen, heard,and = . AVEN (Asexuality V|$|b|||ty and
_celebrated | ~ Education Network)

- Educatlon that challenges the idea @acedadadwce Creator of The

. that sexual attractionis a unlversal | Ace Workbook. teachmg folks

nr necessary experience - . ahout asexual, aromantic and

- Healthcare that affirms ace B ‘agender communities.
P90P|e s needs without ; - “Ace: What Asexuality Reveals |
Path0|0915'"9 them., = ' _ About Desire, Society, and the B

- Legal recognition for chosen . Meaning of Sex” by Angela Chen
fémlly, fnendshup, and-= " . ~ anaccessible and personal  §

‘& nonz romantnc partnershlps ol ~exploration of asexuality

3 Ace-led storytellmg, culture art, & oL N

i

Rl
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& Reproductive justice is crltlcal to % r decrlmmallsaﬂon HRT swaps,

~ “=The right to ralse our famllles in
-~ safety | - Peer-led mental health, sex ed &

o forms of institutionalised 5
__ .discrimination that block people -

'- - Whlle Reproductlve Health focuses

 Reproductive Rightson legal

queer liberation. R e Iegahsmg iélemedicme abortlon

Itincludes: | globally Re 5
- The right to have chlldren ornot - Queer doulas and full- spectrum
- care workers |

disability justice collectives that
“are intersectional and
~trans- -inclusive.

- The right to access care W|thout :
coercion, stigma, or state violence *

" These aren't just survival strategies
- they are blueprints for a liberated
future grounded in bodily

- autonomy, mutual aid, and

solidarity.

on ‘service delivery’ and -

access, Reproductive Justiceis
aboutcollectlve action to dlsmantle

| ":3:-‘-’""espec:aﬂy queer, trans, Black, e Recupromt S Abortlon Utopua |
Brown, disabled and poor folks - | Toolknt | , i |
from making real, free choices e shado’s Knowledge Page' What o

about their bodles and futures.

| Reproductlve Justice? |
That includes creating care outside |8 - @SisterSong:Women of Colour |

, control: et i T Reproductive Justice Collective :
e e DIVcllmcs abortlon iR g & a8

S e | SHADO MAG X UNBIAS THE NEWS X ROBIN CRAIG X ELIS
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#= Inour current world, the nuclear family system of social

¢ organisation isolates individuals, enforces rigid gender roles
and shifts the state’s supposed responsibility for care onto
families - especially women and marginalised groups.

‘Why Abolish the Nuclear Family? - It forces caregiving into unpaid,

- Thestate uses the nuclear family isolating roles Lo ol
S%.. toavoidprovidingrealsocial =~ -ltmarginalises alternative forms
e welfare . afkinship and collective care

Queer kinship challenges the idea that family must b? Paked on
biological ties or traditional gender roles. It offers a vision w.here
care, love, and community are chosen and shared. Whether it’s
chosen families offering each other emotional, financial or social
support, care collectives, mutual aid groups, commupity-run
clinics, or alternative family structures, it manifests in many ways.
e PR
Sophie Lewis’ book Abolish the Family calls for a
radical reimagining of family structures and a
move towards a more communal and equitable
system of care, love, and social organisation.

| FOL;mOr'ef‘.'gﬁ cbllec‘tive fotms of caregiving and solidarit\(,~ chec!(out
" Alva Gotby’s book They Call It Love: The Politics of Emotional Life.

-~
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Reading of the Right by Jasbir aye. Exploring the polltlcs of -~
W K Puar.Understandinghow transgender I|berat|on Had
& LGBTQ+rights are co-opted by
* - nationalist & xenophoblc ‘

movements : | e relmagmmg famuly structures.

m;y Angela Chen. Explonng
- asexuality, desire and the

meaning of sex.

- Rethinking family structures
~ through aqueer lens.

Revolting Prostitutes: -}

- .. Fight tor Sex Workers’ Rights
[ e S s:‘fﬁyduno Mac and Molly Smith. A
-~ feministand queer perspective
~ onsexworker rights and
. "o crummalusatlon

" 'leeratory anc ransform%tlve
Approaches to LGBTQ+ Health

by Shira -

- Hassan. Stories of marginalised * Na°m'B,’az,_'°f' & T

8 qcommumtles building support *
BT s outsnde oppressnve systems

JAHSHAN X ALLIANCE FOR CHOICE X DECRIMNOW !
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e Belfast T.-ang Py S TransHarmReductron org ""i*
g e - Black Trans Allrance e - Transplus at 56 Dean Street
M - Five For Fivo S ma = Trans Servrces at Spectra CIC
_','Trans Actual e Trans Fem SOCla| L
".. Trans Aid Cymru T - Dalston Solrdarrty Cafe oo

‘i We Exist gt - THOBN (Trans Hookers .
B 8 R Resrstance Network‘) 2
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lomonationalism:Y, concept rolein sustammg caprtalrst and
_coined by Jasbhir Puar, = - patriarchal systems of power
? _homonationalism refers to the and mequallty ol o~
: .,'-way in which LGBTQIA+ rights ’? i At AR e
. areweaponised by nationalist, *“. eteronormatrvrty hoy. . o 3. B
“ ~ racist, and imperialist agendas “"societal belief'that
4 ;lt frames certain groupsas heterosexualrty is the default
*backward’ in theirviewson ~ natural, and superior sexual
. homosexuality anduses orientation. Heteronormativity
. - LGBTQIA+rightsasa ~  enforces rigid gender roles,
g justification for state violence,  prescribes a binary view of
- military intervention, and gender and marginalises
“border control. -~ “inon-heterosexual identities. It
S T v reinforces traditional family
T he radical ~ ~ structures and erases the .
- reimagining of family structures existence of queer and - - QG "
- . thatchallenges the nuclear _non- binary people S
-~ familyas acentral site of | e {
: “oppression. Family abolition Reproductlve Justice:",F—_—-
.+ callsfor dismantling systems framework that extends beyond
"+ 'thatenforcerigid, - ~ reproductiverights, fécusingon
© heterénormative, and capitalist  collective action to ensure that
- ideas of the family, advocating  everyone has the ability tothave
“ - instead forcollective, @~ children, not have children, and
_ -commumty-based caregiving  parent children in safe and B 3
% thatisbasedonmutual . - supportive environments.It e
e R solrda"my and support. v - advocates for the drsmantlrng L
i "‘i.‘{j-. recagnlses the nuclear famrly - ey
e 85 g $
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£ - Queer kinship emphasises the
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‘é margmallsed communutles from

W -accessing full reproductlve
¥ autonomy and care.

?

-'n

"“-'

Queer KII‘IShIp' ‘ form of kmshlp 4
- ;that goes beyond the

* “traditional nuclear family

;} model, focusing on alternative,

" chosen family structures.

 creation of support networks
based on'mutual care,
.solldanty, and love, often f|II|ng

~inthe gaps left by

_ . heteronormative family

. systems. It recognises that

~ kinship can be based on
“relationships of care and

| ‘._,vemotlonal support, not solely

2 ""6ni:|ology or marnage |

3A sexual orlentatuon
* where a person experiences
“little or no sexual attractionto
~ others. Asexual people may stlll
2 .ﬁ.l,;_eng"agb in r,omantnc :
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* A romantic

| orlentatlon m,whlch aperson

- romanticlove. Aromanticismis
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relatlanshlps and expenence |
- emotional intimacy, but they do -
not feel sexual desire. 448 )
Asexuahty existsona = | ¢ ‘g8
*_spectrum, apd individuals may 1
|dent|fy as graysexual S

mfrequently) or dem|sexual
- (experiencing sexual attractlon
~only after a deep emotional

=S
¥

experiences little orno
romantic attraction to others.
Aromantic individuals may st|I|
form deep emotional '
connections and friendships
but do not seek or experience

a spectrum, and aromantic
people may have varying Itvels
of desire for romantic

relatlonshl_ps or intimacy.
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S ,t descrlbemdl\nduals born with
s o T physncal sex characteristics

or genitals) that do not fit
. typical definitions of male or
. female. Intersex people may
~ identify as male, female, both,
nelther orinways that are flund
The intersex community

. interventions, and recognition
= of diverse expenences of sex
P and gender

Me Sl "sgf healthcare services designed
| - to support a person in aligning
- body-and expression. This care
;_f, , mayi include hormone

~ replacement therapy (HRT),
3 _5,...ggnd_eﬁr, affirming surgeries,
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‘ﬁr accessible to e

~ (such as chromosomes, gonad"'f_i'fs} ‘ regardless of age, andis roqt_ed

~ advocates for bodily autonomy,
~theend of involuntary medical © A

v ender afflrmmg ZICRA range

’“’thelr gender identity with their ; .

JAHSHAN XALLIANCE FOR C

T i U
;.

.

/ | ﬁ T
ment"‘éi health support,,and |
“social servlces It should be

‘inrespect fir individual =~
autonomy phd L w ; j
_ self-determination, rejectlng
_ the pathologisation of

_non- cnsgender |dent|t|es
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